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hands  of Babylon  and   chastise Judah in  the same way.
That was the message of the prophets.

As we read the prophets, we must admit that the list of
Jewish sins is a hair-raising catalogue of transgression. The
Jews had lapsed into all manner of vice and paganism. In-
cense was burned to Baal eveiy morning on the house-tops,
and Jehovah's Temple was the scene of secret rites which may
have been borrowed from Egypt. The priests of Moloch
lit their fires in the Vale of Hinnom, and false gods were set
up everywhere. Through the chaos of the times the prophets
strode, proclaiming the coming vengeance; and in the
palace the King, his Court officials, and his officers whispered
with Egyptian envoys.

Nebuchadnezzar's intelligence department was well chosen,
for the great King seems to have heard of plots in good time
to take action. There is ample evidence that he was a man
of a kindly, patient nature: Judah would never have received
the same consideration from the fierce Assyrians. Nebu-
chadnezzar's warnings had no effect, however, on the factions
in Jerusalem, and in 597 B.C. he set out with an army to
call Judah to order. It was the approach of this army,
with its Chaldean and Babylonian infantry, its notoriously
fierce Scythian and Median cavalry, and its strangely armoured
Greek mercenaries, that inspired the prophet Habakkuk
to one of those utterances which, though splendid as prose,
must have been intensely nerve-wracking to an already over-
wrought population:

" They are terrible and dreadful," he cried, " their judg-
ment and their dignity shall proceed from themselves. Their
horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce
than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread
themselves, and their horsemen shall come from afar: they
shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. They shall come all
for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and
they shall gather the captivity as the sand."

But when the Babylonian armies came before Jerusalem
the Jewish King, Jehoiakim, lay dead within die walls,
and his eighteen year old son reigned instead. Realising
the futility of opposing Nebuchadnezzar, the young King
and his mother, accompanied by the high officials and officers